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                            and three 
emblematic  leonese  buildings
LEÓN CITY

LEÓN. HISTORY

The city was founded by the establishment of the Roman military camp of

the Legio VI Victrix about the 29 BC in order to control the exploitation of

the gold mine of Las Medulas. Although the consolidation of the Roman

settlement was thanks to the Roman Seventh Legion. The name of León

comes from the latin Word “Legio” that means Roman Legion.

Between the 5th Century and the 7th Century, the city was dominated by

the Suevi and the Visigoth till the muslims conquered in the year 712.

Afterwards the Cristian`s troops tried several times to reconquer the

territory. The King Ordoño the 1st incorporated the territory to the Kingdom

of Asturias, strengthen the defenses and rebuilted the city.

In 910 the King Garcia the 1st moved the capital of the Kingdom to León,

brilliant period to the place. They were attacked by Almanzor in 987.

Afterwards, the city was rebuilt again by the King Alfonso 5th.

The kingdom of León was brilliant in the 11th Century. The King Fernando

the 1st “The Great” became one of the most important kings of cristianity

in Europe, taking part of an important labour of reconquer against muslims.

When he died, the kingdom was divided among his daughters and sons.This

fact produced a fight between his sons. Alfonso the 6th was the emperor

of León and fight against the other, winning the battle. He also conquered

Toledo in 1085 and was named “Imperator totius Hispaniae” (Emperor of all

Spain).

Doña Urraca, Fernando I and Sancha’s daughter, was Dómina (ladyship) del

Infantado of León and later Lady of Zamora. It was an institution that

allowed women to have their own goods and properties while they did not

get married. They were powerful women.

Don´t you think so?PRETTY CURIOUS!!

With all this information freshly imprinted on your mind, the best place to

head for next is La Griega Beach, only a kilometre from the museum, which

shelters the first site discovered in Asturias containing the tracks of the

world's largest sauropod. The trail begins at an explanatory placard next to

the River Llibardón and then leads to the remains.

The final stretch of the tour has Llastres as its destination, a fishing

harbour right on the Dinosaur Trail. continue on their way to Santiago de

Compostela. 

OVIEDO

Oviedo is the capital city of the Principality of Asturias in northern Spain

and the administrative and commercial centre of the region. 

The Kingdom of Asturias began in 720, with the Visigothic aristocrat

Pelagius's (685–737) revolt against the Muslims who at the time were

occupying most of the Iberian Peninsula. The Moorish invasion that began

in 711 had taken control of most of the peninsula, until the revolt in the

northern mountains by Pelagius. The resulting Kingdom of Asturias, located

in an economically poor region of Iberia, was largely ignored by the Muslims

The moving of the royal court to León, after the death of Alfonso III, 'The

Great', links the life of the city to the relics preserved in its cathedral and

the passing of pilgrims that visit El Salvador, and continue on their way to

Santiago de Compostela. 

Oviedo contains a very rich architectural history. The following is a list of

the notable architectural sites in Oviedo: Cathedral of San Salvador,

Cámara Santa de Oviedo, Santa María del Naranco Hall, San Miguel de Lillo,

Basilica of San Julián de los Prados, La Foncalada, The University of Oviedo,

Town Hall, El Fontán Market, Church of San Tirso, Camposagrado Palace.

Scan to know Oviedo

architecture details

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asturias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Asturias
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Juli%C3%A1n_de_los_Prados
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universidad_de_Oviedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_San_Tirso,_Oviedo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camposagrado_Palace_(Oviedo)


THE DINOSAUR COAST

You only need to let your imagination fly and cast your gaze to where

gigantic dinos trod millions of years ago. 

JURASSIC MUSEUM OF ASTURIAS

The Jurassic Museum of Asturias (Spanish: Museo del Jurásico de

Asturias; MUJA) is located near Llastres , Asturias, Spain. Llocated on a hill

with spectacular views of the coast and structured to enable you to get to

know these creatures which became extinct millions of years ago.

Several landmarks are visible from the museum including the Bay of Biscay,

the Sierra del Sueve, and the Picos de Europa. Strategically located over a

mount, the museum is in the midst the Jurassic Asturias. The museum

displays and collections cover 3,500 million years, and although they

emphasize the three stages of the Mesozoic (Triassic, Jurassic and

Cretaceous), information is also presented on the preceding and

subsequent periods. Different stages of the Jurassic geologic period and

system are on display. Corridors contain over 20 dinosaur replicas;

measuring over 12 metres (39 ft) in height, their weight would exceed ten

tons if the replicas were real. A rich collection of footprints and fossils

found in the Asturian Jurassic coastline from ten paleontological sites are

exhibited in the exposition halls and are said to be "the most complete

informative and representative collection of dinosaur remains in the world."

This simple action carries the

traveller back through time and

space to a coastal land that was

then populated by dinosaurs. 

Villaviciosa and Colunga are two coastal boroughs in eastern Asturian

known for their beaches, cider and heritage, but also for the footprints of

these prehistoric creatures.

12 5

REGIONASTURIAS ROYAL COLLEGIATE OF ST. ISIDORO

It is one of the most important Romanesque sites of Europe that have

more than a thousand years of history. From its birth in the 10th Century ,

St Isidoro and its museum have become cultural and artistic reference

point for the city of León.  

During its longlife, the Collegiate have had splendor moments, such as the

translation of St Isidoro´s remains from Seville to León in 1063. 

The building of the Royal Panteon was comisioned by the King Fernando the

1st and the Queen Sancha in 11th Century. The frescoes ordered by their

daughter Urraca, are considered to be the a magnificent piece of art and

known as the Sixtine Chapel of the Romanesque Art. 

Scan to know more

about Antonio Gaudí

The Casa Botines (built 1891-1892)

is a Modernist building designed by

Antonio Gaudí (1852-1926), an

extraordinary architect, who is

maximum representative of Catalan

modernism. Gaudí designed a building

with a medieval air and numerous

neo-Gothic characteristics.

Originally it was a commercial warehouse and private residence.

Afterwards it was adapted to serve as the headquarters of a local savings

bank. It currently houses a museum dedicated  to  Gaudi,  Spanish art of the 

19th and 20th centuries, and the history

of the building itself. The house's

nickname comes from the last name of

the company's former owner, Joan

Homs i Botinàs.

GAUDÍ MUSEUM, BOTINES HOUSE

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Llastres
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asturias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_Biscay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_del_Sueve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picos_de_Europa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Triassic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurassic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cretaceous
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurassic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geologic_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modernisme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoni_Gaud%C3%AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_revival


MOLINASECA
LAS  MÉDULAS GOLD MINES

the templars castle of ponferrrada
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The rise of the Camino de Santiago were decisive factors in the resurgence

of the city. This splendor is also clear in the beginning of the construction

of the present cathedral, and of several churches and religious convents

After the medieval period, the seventeenth century will entail the outbreak

of direct relations with neighboring regions.

The XIX century began with the rise and fall of the War of Independence

the taking of the city by the French troops and its later recovery thanks to

the the army. These warlike events will cause the destruction of part of the

previous urban constructions.

The arrival of the railroad, in the mid-nineteenth century, meant in the

subsequent years the decline of the muleteer transportation and the

emigration of Astorga’s, but the railroad also meant a great Social and

urban change in the city due to the industrialization development. At the

end of this century the construction of the Episcopal Palace by the great

architect Antonio Gaudí

In spite of the passing of centuries and history’s tides of change, Astorga

has kept its character of capital of the neighboring regions.

Astorga offers the visitor the possibility of enjoying pleasant experiences

and sensations fruit of its long history, its rich heritage and its unique

gastronomy.

CathedralLEÓN
León Cathedral is considered one of the Top 10 Cathedrals in Spain. It’s a

French-inspired Gothic Cathedral built (between 1205 and 1301) over

ancient Roman baths.

León Cathedral is really famous for its incredible stained glass windows.

The windows cover approximately 1,800 meters of surface, most of it still

original to when the Cathedral was first constructed.

History of León Cathedral

León Cathedral was begun by Bishop Martin Fernandez, with funds from

King Alfonso the Wise, in 1255 over the ruins of 2nd-century Roman baths.

The first recorded master builder was one Simón (from 1261), followed

soon after by Enricus or Enrique (d.1277), who was also the master builder

at Burgos Cathedral.

The cathedral mostly dates from the 13th century, but not fully completed

until the 19th century (when it was also extensively restored) due to

periodic problems with funding and structural integrity.

Probably the finest Gothic building in Spain, León Cathedral was closely

modeled on the Flamboyant Gothic royal cathedrals of France, especially

Reims Cathedral and St-Denis Basilica.

https://www.tripsavvy.com/best-cathedrals-in-spain-1644233
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/spain/burgos-cathedral
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/france/reims-cathedral
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/france/paris-st-denis


The emergence of the city of Astorga must be located in the settlement of

the military troops of Legio X Gemina in charge for incorporating the Astur

territory’s into the Roman Empire. Around the year 19 BC a part of the

previously mentioned legion was settled on the small hill where the urban

center is today located.

Approximately half a century later, the development dynamics of the

region, and especially the wealth of the gold mines of the north-west of the

Iberian Peninsula, will turn this important military camp into a city

These political and administrative functions will remain until the IV century

AD, when the wall will rise and an extensive process of urban restructuring

will begin, during this century Christianity is consolidated in the city.

The settlement of the Visigothic peoples in the Iberian Peninsula resulted

in making Astorga an important city within the area controlled by the Suevi.

The disagreements of the latter with the Visigoths caused the city to be

invaded and destroyed on several occasions.

Likewise, this situation was again repeated with the arrival of the Arabs,

reason why the city very much reduced its population and entered a period

of decadence, gradually emerging during the Late Middle Ages. 

walls of astorga

GAUDÍ PALACE

cathedral of santa maría

Astorga   and   El  BierzoVISIT TO 
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Its wide west facade, made of a lovely pale yellow stone, is flanked by two

towers and pierced with three exquisitely carved Gothic portals and a large

rose window. The south transept also has three carved portals and a rose

window.

The north transept adjoins to the 13th- and 14th-century cloister, which

has carved capitals, Romanesque and Gothic tombs, and some faded

frescoes.

Inside, some 125 medieval stained glass windows illuminate a harmonious,

fully French Gothic interior with three aisles, a short transept, a five-bay

choir, and an ambulatory with radiating chapels. The effect of the pale

stone combined with dazzling rays of sunlight filtering through the

windows have given the cathedral the nickname "House of Light."

León Cathedral's choir stalls, among the oldest in Spain, were carved of

walnut by Flemish artists in the 15th century. The Main Chapel contains an

altarpiece by Nicolás Francés (15th century) and a silver reliquary

containing the relics of San Froilán, patron saint of Leon.

The Cathedral Museum (Museo Catedralicio Diocesano de León) houses

nearly 1,500 works of art from prehistoric times to the 18th century.
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The Camino de Santiago 
(Saint  James´ Way)

HISTORY OF

THE BEGINNING OF THE WAY

From the Pyrenees to Santiago de Compostela, the French Way passes

through the regions of Aragón, Navarre, La Rioja, Castile and Leon, and

Galicia on a route followed by over 150,000 pilgrims every year. This

pilgrimage first began when the tomb of Saint James the Apostle was

discovered in the 9th century, and it became internationally known when it

was described in detail in a 12th century travel book, the Codex Calixtinus.

During its fight against Muslims, King Alfonso II ordered to build a tomb

where St James’ mortal remains were found. This was the beginning of

pilgrimages.

Another important person that made this tradition more and more frequent

was Charlemagne, thanks to him all the ways became safe because he

fought against all the Muslims armies.

They used to use old Roman roads and trade routes. 

FIRST PILGRIMS

We can consider that King Alfonso

II, King of Asturias to 842, was the

first pilgrim. 

Another famous pilgrim was
Aymeric Picaud who wrote part of
the Codex Calixtinus, In the 12
century, this tradition became as
famous that Alfonso VII of León
and Castile, Louis VII of France
and Philip II of Spain walked to
Santiago. 

QUICK WRITE

Why do you think people walk Saint James´ Way nowadays?
Would you walk the whole way or part of it? Why?

DECLINE OF THE WAY

Nevertheless, in the 14 century the number of pilgrims that went to

Santiago decreased because of the political and economic problems.

In the 15 century wars, hunger, Protestantism and plague make the Way

less and less famous.

It was in 17 century when the pilgrimage to Compostela restarted, but in

the 19 century the new scientific finds made that pilgrimages decrease.

BOOM OF THE WAY

Nevertheless, in 1884 after rediscovering St James’ mortal remains, Pope

Leo XIII said that these mortal remains were the original mortal remains.

The fact of being considered a World Heritage Site increased the number

of pilgrims in this thousand-year-old route.

Nowadays the way is really popular. Pilgrims come from all over the world,

especially from Italy, Germany, the United States or Japan.

https://www.pilgrim.es/en/plan-your-way/codex-calixtinus/

